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The Haitian political crisis, the most violent since the collapse of the Duvalier dictatorship in
February 1986, has put the military government and its armed forces on a collision course with
people from nearly all economic, political and social strata. In response to a government decree
usurping control of the electoral process issued June 22, a group of 57 political leaders made the
initial call for the anti-government strikes beginning June 29 and has continued to broadcast
directives urging Haitians to accept nothing short of the government's resignation. July 2: The
Haitian provisional government headed by Lt. Gen. Henri Namphy capitulated to demands by
protesters from all social sectors in a dispute over control over the electoral process. Full authority
was restored to an electoral commission in accordance with the new Constitution.
July 3: On the last day of a general strike before a weekend break, two local radio reporters were
wounded and a man was shot dead as he stood near a group of foreign journalists, who were shot
at after being told to stop taking photographs. The government has officially deplored the violence,
but no military men have been reprimanded and several senior government officials have said
"agitators," not the military, were to blame for the casualties. In a statement urging Haitians to rest
and resupply Saturday and Sunday for the start of new and stronger demonstrations on Monday,
the protest leaders said: "The Haitian people must stay mobilized regardless of what maneuvers
the government tries. We can't trust the people in the government any more." Strike organizers
observed a national "day of mourning" in memory of 24 persons killed in confrontations with
soldiers. An estimated 100 people were injured throughout the week of demonstrations.
July 4: Leaders of the protest said that "too much blood has flowed" for them to accept concessions,
and promised to redouble their campaign to topple the government. After a week of strikes (with
the exception of Wednesday when Haitians were advised to purchase foodstuffs and other basic
goods) protesting a decree by the military government to control the electoral process, Haitians
returned to business as usual. Political leaders said the strike would be resumed July 6 to demand
the ouster of the provisional government, headed by Gen. Henri Namphy. At a news conference on
the morning of July 4, Gerard C. Noel, Minister of Social Affairs and Acting Minister of Information,
said the government was planning to meet a second demand of the protesters: reinstatement of a
labor federation that the government dissolved on June 22, the same day it announced it was taking
away most of the powers constitutionally vested in the electoral council.
Noel added, however, that the government would not permit the labor organization to reopen
with its former leaders because charges of intimidation and inciting to riot are pending against
them. Most political leaders, including some of the most moderate ones, rejected the qualified
reinstatement of the labor federation. "It is not up to the government to decide who the labor
leaders are," said Marc Bazin, a former World Bank official who is running for president. "This is
a stupid measure, a recipe for disaster." Sylvio Claude, a Baptist minister who was jailed during
the dictatorship of Duvalier and is also running for president, said he was convinced that Haitians
would accept "nothing short of the resignation of the government."
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On the evening of July 4, as an independent electoral council, to which the government had restored
full authority on July 2, suspended work on a new electoral law, saying the widespread violence "has
so chilled our hearts" that it could not continue.
July 5: Haiti's Catholic bishops appealed for restraint and warned of the "specter of anarchy and
civil war." The bishops said they had no "miracle solutions" to offer for the political crisis, which
began when the military government seized control of the electoral process and dissolved a labor
federation in apparent violation of Haiti's new constitution. In a message broadcast nationwide over
the Catholic station, Radio Soleil, the bishops condemned the violence of the past week. They called
for "the scrupulous respect of the Constitution in its letter, in its spirit, to ultimately arrive at free
elections."
But some of the strike leaders, as well as some moderates who have tried to steer a neutral course,
say they suspect that the anti-government sentiment has swept beyond the leaders' control. "If they
issued an order to call off the strikes, I don't know if anyone would follow it," said Dr. Louis Roy,
who was one of the most prominent authors of the Constitution that Haiti adopted in March and
who is now chairman of the Committee for the Defense of the Constitution.
July 6: According to the Associated Press, it was unclear whether or not the general strike had been
resumed in force. Government offices and some retail establishments were open for business in Port
au Prince. The government announced on the previous evening that soldiers would remain in the
barracks, but that they would protect persons who wished to go to work. The Agence France Presse
reported that some opposition leaders expressed willingness for compromise. Jean-Claude Bajeux,
one of the spokespersons for the 57 organizations organizing the strike, said that recent concessions
by Gen. Namphy must lead the opposition into developing compromises with the government
rather than continuing to demand the ouster of the provisional junta. "We are practical people," he
said.
During the previous week's activities, Bajeux had gone underground for fear of being arrested.
In an interview with foreign reporters, he stated that continuing the strike would "waste time
and risk the unleashing of a level of violence we cannot control...We fear that we may not attain
anything but anarchy." Bajeux, a Jesuit priest exiled from Haiti in February 1964, said he is waiting
to see what happens next. "We cannot see beyond this. We need to evaluate (the situation)."
Evidence of hesitancy to continued the strike and risk additional violence was observed in a
communique released by strike organizers. The communique, which called on all Haitians to
participate in resuming the strike, was signed by only six of the 57 organization leaders. (Basic data
from several reports by AP, AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, PRENSA LATINA, NEW YORK TIMES,
WASHINGTON POST)
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